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Harassment

Its March, 7th ot 0807 am, 1 woke up that morning, very excited to spend another day filled with
knowledge at Connect Institute While 1 was sitting on a bench waiting for the bus to start my journey,
a total creep came up to me and asked if 1 wanted some company. 1 looked down and ignored him.
Just as 1 was recovering from the shock, 1 glanced up -not even minutes later- and found another one
staring at me and making kissy faces. 1 thought “Well isn' this a nice way to start my day But girl you
aint going to let those bad people ruin your day”.

1 spent a lovely day at Connect. In which me and the participants got to discuss many topics including
beauty from the perspective of the Roman emperor Hadrian and the way he defines it. But unfortuna-
tely, 1 had to go back to reality.

It's 1913 pm, and the bus had finally came after an hour of waiting As soon as the driver opened the
door, @ disqusting smell hit my nostrils before 1 even stepped a foot in the crowded full bus. But 1 had
to be patient because 1 have no other option. After struggling a bit to make some space for me 1 got
in and stood in the front. Just as 1 gazed up and looked at the middle, 1 was instantly met with a horrific
scene; a gquy was touching @ woman in front of him inappropriately.

What messed up the situation even more, was that no one tried doing anything about the it. Not the
lady getting assaulted nor the passengers witnessing the disturbing behaviour 1 myself couldnt do a
thing from shock. from both the action and people’s reaction. 1 only had my tears to express how awful
1 was feeling when words failed to come out. 1 felt the urge to spill my guts out from just thinking that
I'm sharing the same air as that creature

Many questions started crossing my mind. What made those guys think that they have the right to
harass girls? How come no one tries to stop such behaviours? How come women are treated like rubbi-
sh? Why is this happening in a society that puts girls “honor” as a musnt cross? Where are morals
and values?

The society we'e living in is completely illogical and full of hypocrisy. 1t doesnt even consider women
as human beings with rights, but just doormats anyone could stick their dirt on. Basically, making it
dirty and then blaming it on the mat for being unclean while they were the ones who smudge it. There
are so many rules and pressure put on women. The ones used mostly are honour and “Hchouma™.
These two words limit all actions for girls like speaking up when hurt.

A new law that criminalises violence -with all his types- against women came out a few months ago
But how can a woman prove that she's a victim of violence or that she has been assaulted verbally
when she has no evidence on her body and no one will agree to testify against the harasser?

The least 1 could say about my state that day when 1 got back home is 1 was @ mess. 1t's quite ironic
how these events took place on the eve of March, 8th aka WOMEN'S DAY A day in which women are
celebrated with flowers and a thank you of an expiration date that lasts only 24 hours. It's not choco-
lates and words that they need. It's rights, respect and actions to be taken what have to be done to
celebrate them the correct way.

Harassment is just a small aspect of the sufferance that Moroccan girls have to endure everyday and
hurdles they have to cross to achieve their ambitions.
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Whalien 52

«Words of a whale like an alien, who feels lonely in his own world»

Feeling it coming back, watch it turn to black
Hiding all the truth, to keep it on the track
The lonely cold whale, still looking for some luck
on the door of happiness, sadness filled every lock
Can' see it on my eyes? A fear of future life
Cant feel it on my bones? A victim of the strife
1 am a young Moroccan too, call me Whalien 52

SAMIRA AZOUAKAN
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Je réve dun monde meilleur;
Un monde ou les gens sont respectueux;
Un monde ou les gens cherchent la joie dans la joie des autres;
Un monde ou on a la possibilité de réver,
ou on a la possibilité de faire des erreurs.
Ou on a la possiblilité de régler ses erreurs.

HICHAM EL KBADI
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MNé en 1944, Lahcen Zinoun est un chorégraphe, danseur et réalisateur marocain.
En 1964, il recoit le premier prix de danse au conservatoire municipal de Casablanca.
Danseur étoile, Il a travaillé avec de trés grands chorégraphes.

Aftiré par le 7éme art, Lahcen Zinoun travaille comme chorégraphe sur de nombreux
longs métrages internationaux tels que «lLa Derniére Tentation du Christs de Martin 5corsese et
«Un Thé au Sahara» de Bernardo Bertolucci. |l réalise son premier long métrage «Oud L'warde en 2007 .
En 2011, il réalise «La femme écrites, long métrage accueilli positivement par la critique.
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